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The Integrated Health Network Board will meet on January 8, 2009.  Key IHN activities over the past two months are discussed below:

· The IHN welcomed Crider Health Center as a new member of the Integrated Health Network Board.  Crider is the region’s newest Federally Qualified Health Center and provides primary care, mental health care and dental care.

· The IHN Board approved a project plan for a workgroup to explore opportunities for strengthening breast cancer referral processes.  The IHN conducted interviews with key stakeholders regarding breast cancer referral process improvement.  The first workgroup meeting will be held in January.
· The IHN hosted a provider recognition event attended by more than 90 clinicians.  
· The NMPI Steering Committee met on October 28, 2008.  The Steering Committee discussed activities to develop an implementation roll-out schedule for the Network Master Patient Index (NMPI) health information exchange.  
The IHN held executive and technical interviews with organizations participating in the NMPI during November and December.  The draft roll-out schedule will be developed for discussion in January and February.  

· The IHN completed vendor contracts and NMPI participation agreements with all but one participant.  
· The IHN welcomed Reggie Williams, a new staff member managing the HELP Health Coaches Program, and Wil Franklin, a new staff member managing the Community Referral Coordinator program and workflow process/clinical adoption work for the NMPI.  
· IHN staff presented on the Health Education and Literacy Program (HELP) at the statewide Health Policy Summit at the University of Missouri School of Medicine.  HELP health coaches assist patients with system navigation and health literacy.  
